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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the 
State of Georgia. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, You watch over those 

who seek to serve Your purposes. You 
surround them with Your favor, pro-
viding for all their needs and empow-
ering them to become more than con-
querors in fulfilling Your will. 

May the reverential gratitude of our 
Senators fill them with hope for all the 
days to come. Teach them to live lives 
of complete honesty as they seek to 
stay on the pathway You have provided 
for their lives. 

Lord, as You teach our lawmakers to 
live according to Your truth, rescue 
them from the forces that seek to bring 
pain and disgrace. 

We pray in Your powerful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, May 25, 2021. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK, 
a Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

MARJORIE TAYLOR GREENE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, before 
I begin on the prepared remarks I have, 
I note that, this morning, MARJORIE 
TAYLOR GREENE, a Republican Con-
gresswoman from Georgia, once again, 
compared preparations taken against 
COVID to the Holocaust. These are 
sickening, reprehensible comments, 
and she should stop this vile language 
immediately. 

f 

NOMINATION OF KRISTEN M. 
CLARKE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, a year 
ago today, on another front equally im-
portant, George Floyd was murdered in 
broad daylight by a police officer sworn 
to protect and serve. Our country was 
forever changed by the stomach-churn-
ing video of Derek Chauvin killing Mr. 
Floyd. 

It sparked a summer of protest un-
like any we have seen in American his-
tory. Around the world, the name of 
George Floyd was chanted in Rome, 
Paris, and London, Amsterdam, Berlin, 
and Mexico City. As recently as this 
weekend, professional soccer players in 
the British Premier League knelt be-
fore the game in support of the global 
movement against racism touched off 
by George Floyd. 

This was not only a fight for justice 
for one man and his family, whom I 

have had the privilege to meet with, 
but a fight against the discrimination 
that Black men and women suffer at 
the hands of state power not just here 
in America but around the globe. It is 
a fight that continues today. 

Here in the Senate, we will continue 
that fight when we vote to confirm the 
first woman—the first Black woman— 
to ever lead the Justice Department’s 
Civil Rights Division, which was cre-
ated in 1957 as the civil rights move-
ment began to uphold the constitu-
tional rights of all Americans but par-
ticularly the most vulnerable. When it 
comes to justice in policing, the crimi-
nal justice system, and at the ballot 
box, the Civil Rights Division is often 
the tip of the spear: conducting inves-
tigations of police departments with 
patterns or practices of constitutional 
violations and defending the funda-
mental voting rights of every Amer-
ican citizen. 

So, in a way, as we continue to pur-
sue strong policing reform legislation, 
it is appropriate that we confirm 
Kristen Clarke—a proven civil rights 
leader—to the position of Assistant At-
torney General, where she can continue 
the fight against bigotry in many 
ways. It is appropriate we do it today. 

Though my Republican colleagues 
have tried to twist her words to make 
her sound like some radical, Ms. Clarke 
is, in reality, a hugely accomplished 
civil rights attorney who has earned 
the respect of all sides. Much like her 
future colleague at the Justice Depart-
ment, Vanita Gupta, Kristen Clarke 
has been endorsed by a wide range of 
law enforcement groups. The truth is, 
Ms. Clarke will make an exceptional 
leader of the Civil Rights Division. 

So, again, in a very significant way, 
as we continue to pursue strong polic-
ing reform legislation, the fight for ra-
cial justice by confirming Kristen 
Clarke on the anniversary of George 
Floyd’s murder is particularly poign-
ant and appropriate. 

Of course, Congress must also pursue 
strong legislation to end racial bias in 
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